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We cannot mention without emotion the patriotic impulse of the mother of
two warrior sons, Galina Feodorovna Erniolina, who started these collections.
She is helped by the woman elder Nadezllda Alexandrovna Markelova. She
was the first to give up two short fur coats and a pair of felt boots. The
venerable, seventy-five-year-old chief deacon Ivan Konstantinovich Pokrovsky,
known to all Yaroslavl believers, in giving to the Red Army leather fur-lined
gloves, said:

"Take these from me. They are more needed at the front, but I can do
without them."

A believer, Elena Ilinichna Zaitseva, gave her woollen sweater. And all
this for the Army, which has somehow become particularly nsar and dear, has
become a living, unshakable bulwark, the defence of our well-being.

This Easter morning has been specially impressed upon,my memory. After
the proclamation of the Metropolitan Sergius" Easter greeting, I preceded the
usual Easter kiss with an expression of gratitude towards those who at the front
are defending our peace with their lives. I sent the Easter greeting also to those
of our brothers and sisters who are to be found on the other side of the front,
for the time being under the fascist heel, and wished them speedy reunion with
us. This greeting was answered by the worshippers with tears of gratitude.

The great historic days, when "rolls the thunder of military inclemency",
with special clarity brought out and emphasized the fact that the Church is true
to its native land.

The present war will cruelly, decisively and justly punish the historical world
crime of fascism. In this liberating movement, the Russian Orthodox Church
has found its place, and will with honour carry out its great sacred mission to*
its beloved fatherland.

ARCHPRIEST VLADIMIR GRADUJSOV.
Member of the All-Russian Church Council of 1917-18.
16 April, 1942,

Thursday of St. Thomas' week,
Yaroslavl.

TO HIS BEATITUDE SERGIUS, ACTING PATRIARCH,
METROPOLITAN OF MOSCOW AND KOLOMNA
Letter from Sverdlovsk.
FROM ARCHPRIEST NIKOLAI ADRIANOVSKY
In the first days of the war, we, believers of Sverdlovsk, were faced with the
problem: "How should the Church help our native land ?" "What steps should
it take to help the Army annihilate the hated fascist foe?" We are all well
acquainted with history, and we learn from history that the Germans have
repeatedly encroached upon Russia, encroached on our independence and
liberty, but that each time they met with the stubborn resistance of the Russian
people and suffered defeat. The Russian Orthodox Church in the days of enemy
invasion played no small part. It blessed the Russian people on their heroic
deeds in the defence of their Fatherland and their faith, thus helping in the defeat
of the enemy.
The believing patriots of Sverdlovsk sighed with great relief when they